From shtetls
and small towns
Eastern Europe

ot
' Lwo”' 3 S . - 4 :
Bt A ety 0% 3 N 5 , =

- 7 IR 4 G ADEE 1 an N

- -'n
COMMONWIMTI OF AUSTRALIA A ..‘ : _J I. | - —\-; IA
IMMIGRATION CARD \.=

e, ARRIVED —~"
Y, -

JUNE 14, 2026 | - ot

N\ ALSTRALA -5
SN AUSTRAUA -2
NITSTRALSAZS

Presenter: - e
Dani Haski  Fileari® — popmarymme st /o

YOUR STORY. YOUR HERITAGE. YOUR LEGACY. &

O |

'-\_. X ﬁn,’_!:, \_ -

Tf




|
4 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘. ‘
; + + e o o = "
N

GENEALOGY

Begins as an interest
Evolves into a hobby
Becomes an obsession

The Genealogist’s Mission Briefing

INVESTIGATOR’S DOSSIER

WHAT: | The forensic study of your personal
family history.

WHY: To understand ourselves by uncovering
the hidden stories of our ancestors’ lives.

WHERE: | Anywhere—the majority of critical

resources are now accessible online,
though it is a brilliant excuse for travel. I( N 0 w T H E

| HOW: | By combining the distinct skillsets of a
| historian, a data analyst, a psychologist, n n N G E n &
| 1 and a detective.
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Clearing the Scene: Busting Three Pervasive Myths
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Myth: Our family name was changed by officials at the border.

Fact: Migrants carried official travel documents with correctly
spelled names. Name changes typically happened after
migration, and transitional records exist.

- Myth: All the European records were destroyed in the war.

Fact: Millions of records survived in protected cellars or
- were systematically copied for decades. These are now
digitized and accessible.

Myth: My family is boring.

Fact: Every family has an amazing collection of rakes, rogues,
renegades, and heroes. Uncovering them is half the fun.
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B o ldon Cuidalisssar Genealogy'

. Work backwards from the present. II(IH'TlBEllEVE [VEIIY‘I'IIIHG
Start with YOU, then your parents, then Vﬂll READ ON ]‘||[ |||'|'EIINE|'

grandparents.

Hunt for spelling variants. Accents,
border changes, and transliteration cause
names to shift.

Cite your sources immediately. Track
exactly where a piece of data originated.

Understand the context. The historical
climate reveals unexpected new avenues
of data.

Be deeply skeptical. Corroborate stories - ABRAHAM LINCOIN
with hard evidence.




THIS IS A RULE

DON’T share primary identification
documents (like birth certificates) online.
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Between Data and Stories -
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DATA

Raw points of fact: dates,
locations, professions,
ship manifests.

| ‘ |

STORIES

Consolidated context: military
records revealing trauma;
addresses revealing social status.
Stories bring ancestors back to life.
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Write down what you know [
Identify the gaps like missing birth

death or marriage data, immigration |
Information or country of origin ~ :

Interview the Living Archive

Talk to older family members. Record 3
family stories, myths and legends.
Capture how they felt about big ; \
historical events they remember. |
Forensic Photo Analysis

Audit your family photo albums. —8
Look for clues written on the back

or hiding in plain sight in the image. —




Phase Two: Tapping into Australian

Australian Repositories

Trove: An aggregator of massive |

digital collections, with a vital,
searchable Jewish Newspaper
pro_ieCt. | WAR MEMORIAL
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National Archives of Australia
(NAA): The primary source for
iImmigration and military service

records.

State-Level Indexes: Births,
Marriages, and Deaths.
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Local History Societies: Essential
for tracing ancestors in regional
areas.
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Phase Three: Navigating

International Jewish Specialists

Tracking ancestors across shifting
European borders requires highly
specialized, complimentary databases
offering vast records for free.

JewishGen: The premier global portal.
Crucial for its Townfinder, helping identify
changing place names under Russian,
Polish, and Soviet rule.

JRI-Poland: The definitive database for
Jewish Records Indexing in Poland.

XX JewishGen
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Tracing the Darkest Chapters:
Holocaust Records

When researching European ancestors from the mid-20th

century, standard civilian databases must be supplemented o |

with specialized Holocaust archives.

Yad Vashem

The World Holocaust
Remembrance Center

Arolsen Archives

International Center
on Nazi Persecution

The central database of
Shoah victims' names and
pages of testimony.

Contains millions of documents
relating to incarceration,
forced labor, and displaced
persons.




Organizing the Case File: Collate and Share

As evidence mounts, you must
transition from collecting to collating.

Modern family tree software acts as
your central database, automatically
tracking source citations and checking
for record conflicts.

The Ultimate Goal: Preserving your
findings securely so they can be
passed down to the next generation
of genealogical heirs.
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Digitise: Scan or copy
family documents and store
them on your hard drive or
in a secure cloud account.

Digitise, Preserve, Share

Preserve: File original
documents for long-term
preservation in
archival-grade storage.

——————— _— - e —

Share: Share information
securely with future
generations so the history
Isn’t locked away.
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DNA 1s a Compass, Not Just a Barcode

DNA testing acts as a masterkey for
stubborn brick walls.

It doesn't just tell you what you are;
functionally, it points you in the
direction of living cousins and
historical migration paths.

Triangulating shared matches allows
you to verify paper trails obscured by
missing records or name changes.
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DNA 1s a Compass, Not Just a Barcode

Autosomal HlancestryDNA

tests all genes € MyHeritage >NA

Mitochondrail

tests maternal line o i, 2
TRAITS DNA Jolur-ney FamilyTreeDNA

Y DNA Welcome to you

tests paternal line “ T
UTHT

T i ‘
! !
e Cum




The Foundational Rule: Al is an Assistant, Not an Authority

YOU
(The Authority)

(The Intern)

Humans Excel At Al Excels At

- Providing context | - Pattern recognition

- Localized history | - Rapid translation
(Australian specifics)
- Transcribing messy
- Rigorous fact- handwriting
checking
- Summarizing
- Emotional nuance | massive data
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Deploying Your Al Assistant in the Field

» Overcoming Language Barriers:
Instantly translating historical
documents.

* Transliteration Brainstorming:
Generating highly useful search lists
for common surname variants.

* Decoding Handwriting: Utilizing
specialized tools (like Transkribus) to
read difficult cursive.

* Administrative Heavy Lifting: Drafting
formal letters to foreign archives.
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Synthesizing the Clues with Al

Feed tools like NotebookLM massive data dumps—transcripts, census records,
and timelines. Ask it to cross-reference data, build comprehensive summaries, and
highlight logical inconsistencies or chronological gaps in your family timeline.
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Anatomy of a Hallucination: The Australian Blind Spot

* The Danger: Al models aim to
please, not to tell the truth. They
]Sonﬁdently misremember historical
acts

* The Blind Spot: Al knows vastly more
about Jewish families in Warsaw
than it does about Jewish migration
through Sydney or Hobart.

* The Golden Rule: Never add a detail - o _ashiTe
to your tree based on an Al’s claim =50 th Wales.
without verifying it against a .
primary source.




Find Your Community of Obsessives

You don't have to do
this alone. Join the
Australian Jewish

Begin your tree today.
The quest is personal,

Historical Society for but the history belongs
access to expertise, Read the Kosher Koala to all of us.
shared feie IRy and journal for ongoing stories,
collective memory. updates, and community

breakthroughs.

A) NotebooklLM



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

